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Farmingville, NY - Supervisor Ed Romaine (at podium) today announced the res toration of the Brookhaven C ommunity
Hous ing C ourt, a spec ial court that is  part of the Sixth Dis tric t C ourt. This  C ommunity Hous ing court, which will hold
proceedings  on  Thursdays ,  will  deal  exc lus ively  with  charges  agains t  those  who  have  allegedly  violated  the
Brookhaven Town C ode. The firs t day that court will be in sess ion is  Thursday, September 4 . A lso in attendance were
Brookhaven  Town  A ttorney  A nnette  Eaderas to  (third  from left), C ounc ilwoman  Jane  Bonner  (fifth  from right) and
C ounc ilwoman V alerie  M . C artright  (fourth  from right), along  with  c ivic  members , inc luding  those  from the  Stony
Brook C oncerned Homeowners .

The Brookhaven C ommunity C ourt will be dedicated to handling violations  is sued by town inspec tors . The court is  a
response  to  cases  such  as  overc rowded  hous ing,  dilapidated  abandoned  homes ,  health  violations ,  nois e  and
nuisance violations  and violations  of zoning. O perating out of the Suffolk  C ounty Sixth Dis tric t C ourt in P atchogue,
the court will handle all quality-of-life cases  brought by the Town of Brookhaven and provide monitoring of compliance
with court orders .

"This  dedicated community court will be an effec tive tool in enforc ing quality of life violations  that impac t the lives  of
Brookhaven res idents  who work hard and take pride in their neighborhoods ," said Supervisor Romaine. "This  court will
allow for swifter jus tice  on cases  important  to  the  res idents  of the  Town of Brookhaven, to  protec t  the  health and
safety of their families ."

"O ur adminis tration and the entire Town Board are dedicated to ensuring a high quality of life for all areas  of the Town
of Brookhaven,"  commented Brookhaven Town C ounc ilman Dan P anico. "To meet this  goal we must hold those who
chose to profiteer at the expense of others  accountable. The expeditious  handling of Brookhaven Town cases  helps
with  this  accountability. I  thank  Dis tric t  C ourt  Judge  Glenn  Murphy  for  his  willingness  to  meet  the  needs  of the
res idents ."

C ounc ilman  T im  Mazzei  said,  "I  commend  Supervisor  Romaine  for  re-es tablishing  the  Brookhaven  C ommunity
Hous ing C ourt. I t provides  the Town with another tool to help enforce our codes  and keep our neighborhoods  safe."

C ounc ilwoman Jane Bonner said, "The res toration of the C ommunity Hous ing C ourt sends  a c lear message that the
Town will continue to aggress ively prosecute those who violate our codes  in order to help preserve the quality of life



in our communities ."

C ounc ilman Kevin LaV alle  said, "The  C ommunity  Hous ing  C ourt  will  allow for more  effic ient  prosecution and hold
violators  accountable. I t will help improve the quality of life in our neighborhoods  and I  commend Supervisor Romaine
for bringing it back to the Town."

"This  dedicated  court, which  will  allow for  Brookhaven  hous ing  cases  to  be  exc lus ively  heard  on  Thursdays , will
address  violations  that  direc tly  affec t  the  quality  of life  of the  entire  neighborhood,"  s tated C ounc ilwoman C onnie
Kepert. "The implementation of a Brookhaven C ommunity Hous ing C ourt as  part of the Sixth Dis tric t C ourt will be a
powerful new ins trument in effic iently bringing violators  of the Town's  hous ing codes  to jus tice and into compliance."

C ounc ilwoman V alerie M . C artright said, "The rees tablishment of a Brookhaven C ommunity Hous ing C ourt is  a great
example  of the  branches  of government  working  cooperatively  to  achieve  jus tice.  This  C ourt  will  c reate  a  more
effic ient and s treamlined process  for handling violations  discovered through the efforts  of the Town's  Inves tigators
and Law Department.  This  s tep will  enable the Town to better address  some serious  quality  of life  concerns  of our
res idents ."

The idea for a Brookhaven C ommunity C ourt began with former Sixth Dis tric t C ounc ilman Keith Romaine, the son of
Supervisor Romaine who passed away in 2009 at the age of 36 . C ounc ilman Romaine had urged s tate legis lators  to
pass  a bill that would have allowed the Town to form its  own community court to oversee quality-of-life code
violations , with the court being located within Town Hall with its  own judge.

Several years  ago, a day had been set as ide for Brookhaven Town code violation hearings  at the Sixth Dis tric t C ourt.
O ver time, however, this  arrangement was  discontinued. Earlier this  year, Supervisor Romaine contac ted the
A dminis trative Judge and Supervis ing Judge of Suffolk C ounty Dis tric t C ourt, reques ting a Brookhaven C ommunity
C ourt be es tablished in Sixth Dis tric t C ourt, where Town cases  would be heard exc lus ively on Thursdays . The court
granted this  reques t, which will begin later this  month.
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